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Remembering 99 Years of Pure Love
Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba

S - Stood by side as My Guide
R - Rightly Protected as My Guard
I - Inspired me and stood as My Guri

S - Simply Gives & Forgives... My Giver

A - Assured the Best... My Good

T - Truly improved me - My Generosity

H - Harvested History... My God Parent
Y - Yearns to uplift lives... My God

A - Aware of All... My Glamour

S - Service is the Way... My Glory
A - Always in All Ways... My Glitter
I - Instilled Selfless Love... My Grammar

Sri Sathya Sai... 99 Years of Pure Love

Rededicating my self at Thy Feet, for Serving those in
need until I breath my last... Wishing every one in the world
who are in a way or other serving the fellow beings... My
heartfelt prayers for the well being of all.

Love & Life for the Country
Balachandra
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Message

—xXoX -

As T reflect on my fortunate journey, I share these
thoughts, having had the pleasure, privilege, and honor of
associating with this little master and remarkable individual,
Sti Balachandra, over four transformative decades.

On the occasion of releasing this inspiring book,
chronicling articles written by him over the past one and
decade, with our beloved Swamy as the central theme. When
we read this book we are blessed to witness another
dimension of Sri Bala’s character: his profound reverence,
respect, compassion, and gratitude towards elders, parents,
teachers, and all those who guided him on his divine path.

We offer our heartfelt congratulations, best wishes, and
divine blessings as we launch this book, showcasing his sacred
association with great souls on his journey to God.

With Love,
Srinivasulu Huggahalli

Former District President,
Sri Sathya Sai Seva Organisation, Hyderabad

Former Head, SSSO Technology Mission, India
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May this book ignite the flame of Togetherness!

Sairam! When I see Balachandra’s extraordinary journey,
I am overwhelmed with gratitude and reverence. His
transformation from Asami to Balachandra Swamy is a
shining testament to the transformative power of Bhagwan
Sri Sathya Sai Baba’s teachings.

For Balachandra, life’s purpose is succinctly summed up
in three profound phrases:

“Make me the instrument” - a humble request

“May I be the instrument” - a heartfelt begging

“I am the instrument” - a resolute determination

This is what, “Balachandra” to me, embodies his
unwavering dedication to Swamy’s mission.

With unwavering dedication, Balachandra has embodied
Swamy’s mission, exemplifying the potent mantra:
“Togetherness is Strength.” Through abhaya, he has
harnessed collective effort, converting challenges into
triumphs and inspiring countless lives. What inspires me most
about Balachandra is his unstoppable spirit. He didn’t waste
time lamenting closed doors. Instead, he:
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Ran to the next window of opportunity
Broke down barriers with determination
Turned obstacles into stepping stones

This unyielding attitude has enabled him to achieve

remarkable milestones, including:

Diversified contributions to Hyderabad Sai Youth
Soulful songs and bhajans

Inspiring speeches and poignant poems
Thought-provoking articles and captivating exhibitions
Creative decorations and reverent pallaki

Selfless organisation and seamless communications
Unwavering commitment and unimaginable compassion
Visionary leadership in the Grama Seva Movement
Pioneering innovative community service initiatives
Empowering rural transformation and upliftment
Leaving an indelible mark on the Sai Organization

Balachandra’s soul-stirring writings, compiled in this

book, offer a glimpse into his profound introspection and

devotion. Each piece beckons readers closer to Swamy’s

divine love, nurturing a deeper connection.

As we celebrate Swamy’s 99th Birthday, I am humbled

to share this book with you. May these articles ignite the

flame of togetherness, inspiring us to become instruments

of Swamy’s divine love.

With prayers at Thy Feet

M. Uday Bhaskar Reddy
Sai SoulDear, Hyderabad Sai Youth
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What can we do for Swamy?

During the 75th Birthday celebrations of Bhagawan at
Prashanti Nilayam, for almost a month the 'Sai Youth Group'
trom Hyderabad was doing continuous service at the Canteen
to cater to the oncoming rush of devotees. Day by day the
task load would increase and the youth were up to the task
with such enthusiasm and spirit that, though the Kulwanth
Hall was just 5 minutes away, none ventured during those
days for Darshan of Swamy as they were completely focused
to the Service needs.

Post Birthday Celebrations Swamy called the youth team
and showered them with ample 'Love and Grace'. HE gave a
lot of gifts and advice to the youth. Swamy lovingly said that
He was not satisfied with all that HE had given to the team,
He even said that HIS body was experiencing the pain of
the physical work done by the young men. Everyone noticed
the Divine love Showered by Mother Sai for the Sai Youth
of Hyderabad on that day.
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On one occasion, in the year 2010, Swamy granted the
youth group a special session at the Purnachandra
Auditorium. I was personally pained to see His weak physical
form but was doubly amazed to see HIS pure Love towards
HIS children. That session made me particularly aware of
the phenomenal 'Love of Swamy' and it made me realize
that a sincere effort needs to be made by one and all to make
an attempt to live one's life of such Love for all. On another
occasion, Swamy was enquiring with the Puttaparthy College
students as to what they wanted to do for Swamy. One student
replied that he is ready to die for Swamy. Swamy looked upset
at this answer and lovingly slapped the boy on his cheeks
and said, "Swamy will never be happy if you die for Him,
but Swamy will be happy if you stand and live for HIM and
His Mission!" That was a revelation. A clear guidance from
Bhagawan, the course correction to our conduct and
performance for the future.

Now while we celebrate His 90th Birthday, I sincerely
feel that we must resolve to stand and live by His Mission in
the society. Thinking aloud, did Swamy not convey that day
that "Our life should be His Message", so how does one go
about it? As Swamy devotees, we all are going about with
our daily routine of applying vibuthi, white clothing, clean
grooming, singing Bhajans regularly, participating in service
activities, speaking at Satsang gatherings etc., is that enough?
Does it completely define the way we 'Live, Give, Love, Stand,
and Lead our Life fit for Swamy's Mission?' For anyone who
observes us, the responsibility is see us to conduct ourselves
in such a manner as to make the person declare, undoubtedly,
that we are true followers of Sai and His teaching,
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Can we not imbibe His message 'Love all Serve all?'
Recall the Love Swamy had for His devotees. Without
bothering about His physical discomfort He, always, loved
to be among His devotees. Remembering the Love He had
for us, can we not have such love in our daily routine while
attending to our work? Let there be harmony in every facet
of our lives. Our living should be totally simple, not very
different from others, but distinctly humble and virtuous in
the way we conduct ourselves at Home, Office, Organisation
and Society. It should only reflect 'Sai' and His message. This
paves the way for others to see the difference and understand
the dictum of "The Sai Way Of Life".

Today there are 75 Million of us who are aware of Swamy
in the world population of 7,500 Million. This is the time to
lead by example and work towards transforming the lives of
at least a 1000 people around us by our conduct in life. It is
only then that we would have made an attempt to 'Live for
Swamy and His Mission!'
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Eswaramma: The Mother of Eeswara!

Her name itself reveals the divinity of her Son. In 1926,
she gave birth to Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba.

During a conversation at Prashanthi Nilayam, scholar
Ramasharma asked Baba whether His birth was Prasavam
(delivery) or Pravesam (divine entry). Baba turned to Mother
Eswaramma, seeking her account.

She shared her extraordinary experience: the conviction
and divine presence she felt during those nine months, and
after giving birth to Baba.

Then, Baba revealed: His birth was indeed Pravesam.
He had chosen her as His mother.

Her death anniversary, we remember the divine Mother
Eswaramma, whose selfless love nurtured the Avatar.

Samasta Lokaah Sukhino Bhavantu.
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He is the Unseen Guide

My Dearest Swamy, the Personification of Pure Love

& Service who walked amongst us for 86 years on this earth
is the Source of Inspiration and seed for establishing abhaya
Foundation in the year 2000.

Dear abhayans, believe me... HE is the unseen Guide,
Friend, Philosopher, Guard and GOD in each step for our
Mission to serve with the H.E.A.R.T since HIS physical
departure in the year 2011.

We wish to dedicate the good work we are doing at HIS
Divine Lotus Feet on the eve of HIS 93rd Birthday on 23rd
Nov 2018 while we rededicate our self in serving the fellow
being till the last breath.

Whenever, I happened to visit Prashanthi Nilayam, I
draw lot of positive energy and come back with a firm resolve
to refine myself in the process of serving the world around.

We take this opportunity to express our heartfelt
gratitude to HIM for whatever we are here on this earth. We
promise to live our life filled with love & care. Jai Sairam
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I Prayed... HE granted

o

—oX0- -

Dear Baba! Why are you making me idle without giving
a chance to serve those in need...

Give me any number of opportunities in life so that I
can Engage myself in good work. No matter, even if there
are more than one opportunity in a day... till I will make use
of every single opportunity given.

This is what the prayer, every day, I used to have during
the year 1990... Sri Sathya Sai Baba mercifully created so many
opportunities for me since then...

With establishment of abhaya Foundation in 2006...
Baba started pouring opportunities in loads for a decade now.

Some times... 4 engagements in a day... Challenging my
capabilities... I am praying Swamy to give needed strength to
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work on opportunities granted. Look at the following
schedule in the month of May 2020.

Very challenging...

1.
i
B

12 AM to 2 AM: abhaya News Letter preparation

2 AM to 6 AM: Rest

6 AM to 9 AM: Getting ready and breakfast with
Vasudevarao

9 AM to 11.30 AM : 80th Birthday Celebrations of
beloved Sti Meda Narasimhulu

11.30 AM to 2.30 PM: A session on Life Skills at NAC
2.30 PM: Seeking Guidance from Sri Chinna Jeeyar
Swamyji

6 PM: Reached abhaya Office.

7 PM: Dinner

9PM to 1AM: abhaya News Letter preparation.

My only thought when I wake up from the bed every

day is... Today is my last day and accordingly I am working.

Such is the schedule every day even today 16 hours Seva

per day and the same in continued.
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Golden Jubilee of Sti Sathya Sai Balvikas

Sai SoulDears in Making since 50 Years

Sharing this article for the benefit of lakhs of Balvikas
students across the globe and crores of young kids who are
not aware of Baba as to how Sri Sathya Sai Balvikas made
my life and created a purpose for life on the eve of Golden
Jubilee Celebrations of Balvikas (1969 - 2019) coinciding
my Golden Jubilee Year (1969 - 2019)

We all can share such articles in social media tagging
our friends so that people around can understand the Miracles
of Baba working eternally through every Balvikas

Programme.

Sri Sathya Sai Balvikas (SSSBV) is not just a programme
or a course. It is a noble movement that was rooted in the
year 1968 with Swamy instructing Mahila Vibhag to:

“Run a Bala Vihar for young children where they will
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listen to stories from the Scriptures, the Epics and the Lives
of Saints belonging to all religions. Children must also be
trained to sing Bhajans, enact small plays with themes selected
from the classics. They must be taught in a manner to cultivate
self discipline, for these alone can ensure happiness: both
individual and social.

Lakhs and lakhs of children have been blossomed into
youngsters of character through this movement over the years
and there are thousands of teachers, known as Balvikas gurus
guiding these young aspiring minds to a better tomorrow
following the divine teachings and guidelines of Bhagawan.

I am blessed to be associated with such mission as a
student at the age of 12 years (1982) at Tadpatri,
Anantapuram Dist, AP. I feel indebted to Swamy for blessing
Smt. Naga Jyothi as my Guru, Guide, Friend and Philosopher
in life. Even today I keep visiting this Sister at Bengaluru
who became reason for life and mission in this world in the
name of Sri Sathya Sai Baba. Her kids call me as Bala Mama
as I played with them since they born to my sister.

I keep remembering 4 most important people in life
who transformed me from tender age of 12 to what am
today... by offering salutations to the Lord Sri Sathya Sai every
day.

o &8 DB TrErde T

@S HErE Jo o @Ik

SoarHd S $ By $5 FrSSen 0,8

058" HowsdHmen (8 D&g Pow

Meaning : Most Dearest Lord, Sti Sathya Sai, I offer my
most reverential salutations at your feet for blessing me to
learn wonderful lessons in life from 4 people... Smt Naga
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Jyothi, Sti Naga Bhushana Rao, Sri Kamaraju Anilkumar and
Dr N Anjanaiah.

It was at the age of 12, I got connected to Sister Jyothi
through my friends who are attending SSSBV Classes on
Sundays by that time. Seeing their performance and skills, I
thought that I too shall improve my personality. Though there
are good things I learned from Parents and Teachers... I felt
that, there is still a need of platform to present my talents
and skills. That’s how I started going to SSSBV Classes at a
very tender age.

The moment, I entered in to the class on Sunday, other
friends who knows about me informed about my talents to
Sister Jyothi. With a spark on her face, she encouraged me to
perform. I fearlessly performed mono action of my all time
favorite Alluri Seetha Ramaraju, she praised me a lot... that
praise is so fresh in my heart even today. She treated me as
her own child since then. It’s close to 40 years... I struck to
her like an iron to a magnet.

She used to guide all the kids very caringly and lovingly...
Mentored us to lead a life with difference. Channelised our
energy in a most ideal way. She made us to be disciplined in
life. We were able to know wonderful things week after week
in every class. I was addicted to SSSBV Classes. No other
focus except Sunday Classes. There was no day I skipped to
interact with her. My Parents were fed up with my over focus
and attachment to Teacher and Balvikas, restricted me
sometimes.

Inspite of people around me discouraging, 1 used to
attend the classes by lying at home that I am going for games
/ friend’s home / movie / river front etc., such was the impact
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those classes made in my life.

I was always in forefront in every activity... attending
Balvikas, Sloka Chanting, Singing Bhajans, Learning Puranas,
Story Telling, Silent Sitting, Group Activities, Nagara
Sankeerthan, Narayana Seva, Veda Chanting, Cultural
Programs, Essay Writing, Bhagavath Geetha, Elocution...
what not every activity shown by Guru used to create most
positive impact on my personality.

I was on lead roles in every child’s play and dramas. I
remember till day, my first stage performance as Alluri Seetha
Ramaraju mono action and Lord Narasimha appearance in
Bhkatha Prahlada... How my teachers encouraged me was
the matter of great motivation for me.

I started giving speeches in high school during national
festivals where a gathering of 1000+ students belong to High
School, Junior / Degree Colleges congregate without any
stage fear. The orator in me started growing manifold
proportions since young age. What ever may be the occasion...
I used to involve in the activities.

Whenever, I get time in a day I used to connect to the
Mission of Balvikas. Very passionate to spend time with Smt
Jyothi. She impacted me in many ways. What ever she say...
That was my direction. She used correct me when ever I
commit mistakes. She used to encourage me in doing good.
She became true Jyothi to my life... I even added her name in
my official signature 3 decades ago... such is my reverence to
Balvikas Guru... She is like mother to me.

I remember, how I served Kanchi Acharyas during their
3 months stay at Tadpatri along with other elders of Sai
Organisation. Paramacharya and Sri Jayendra Saraswathi
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blessed me profusely seeing my selfless work and volunteer
zeal at the young age.

Sister used to nurture me with human values which were
the basis for Balvikas Classes as granted by Bhagavan Sti
Sathya Sai Baba.

Some negative thoughts infused in me by my own wrong
understanding and others who did not know about Baba
before coming to SSSBV... Smt Jyothi wiped out all that from
my mind and heart with so many divine thoughts, words,
deeds and made me to understand the love of Baba. It was
in the year 1983, I had my first Darshan of Sri Sathya Sai
Baba through SSSBV. I visited Puttaparthy along with other
friends lead by Sister Jyothi as a Delegate to Sri Sathya Sai
Balvikas International Conference.

All the while in the 5 hours journey from Tadpatri to
Puttaparthy... I was continuously thinking negative about
Baba... Until I had HIS Darshan along with 10000 kids drawn
from 100 countries. The moment I have seen HIM and HIS
Eyes came in contact of my eyes, I am stirred in and out and
mesmerized by his love and care... at the very spot in darshan
line unknowingly tears rolled out from my eyes with
devotion... My hands were in folding posture without my
knowledge. Thats it... That day... A NEW me born on 27th
Dec 1983. The new born baby boy started calling Baba as
Swamy... SwaME.

The following incidents impacted me during the 5 days
International Balvikas Conference at the Divine Abode of
Baba... Prasanthi Nilayam.

1. The way Swamy showered his unconditional love on
children
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10.

11.
12.

Huge arrangements for children and teachers made by
SSSCT for their comfortable stay.

Separation of Boys and Girls

The cyclone that hit Prashanthi Nilayam previous night
to the conference and I starting Bhajan while tents
erected for boys collapsed due to wild winds.(This was
referred by Swamy during his discourse to the students
next day)

The way Swamy personally supervised shifting all the
kids whose tents & shelters are collapsed to
Purnachandra Auditorium and serving them with hot
poori and curry in the mid night.

The way he spoke to the kids and delivered speeches
like a mother.

The way he gifted clothes and gifts while giving us Paada
Namaskaram on our retun.

The way he declared that entire expenditure of
conference be taken care by Swamy and all the amounts
collected from participants be returned.

He advised the amount can be used for developing
Balvikas Activities.

Mesmerizing Prashanthi Nilayam building from where
Swamy comes for Darshan.

Love and care shown by the Balavikas Teachers.

The spiritually charged up atmosphere all around.

For more details about the conference
https:/ /sathyasaiwithstudents.blogspot.com/2016/12/

sti-sathya-sai-message-to-world-bal. html?m=1

From the day I joined in Balvikas in 1982, changed
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myself and further charged up by having Darshan of Baba,
am totally surrendered to godly things. I started finding a
purpose to my life.

I prepared my self to be there at Prashanthi Nilayam
for Baba’s 60th Birthday in the year 1985. I practiced sadhana
way of life. About 60 days in advance, I started doing
personal, family, societal, spiritual sadhana. I still remember
how madly I did 60 days Suprabatham, Meditation, Likhitha
Namam, Observing Truth, Not watching Movies / TV,
writing spiritual dairy, attending bhajans, serving slum kids...
Put together I became nearer to many organisation members
before becoming dearer to Swamy.

I still remember, how I served Sai Protein Food to kids
in the slum in the town for 40 days to commemorate the
service to Swamy... I was just 15 years then. I used to go to
devotees houses on my cycle and collect the stuff and get it
floured in machine before serving it.

I'had the fortune of receiving my Pre Sevadal Certificate
from Bhagavan Baba on the eve of HIS 60th Birthday at
Prashanthi Nilayam in the year 1985 at Shanthi Vedika. It’s
like Divine Graduation for me in life.

As a Student of Balavikas, I learned many things under
the guidance of Gurus. Following are the few such things
worth noting,

1. I have learnt art of Decoration / Singing /Floral
arrangement / Cooking / Reporting skills.
2. Tunderstood as to how to set up the stage for a meeting,

=

I thoroughly learn as to how to gather people around.
4. Learnt as to how to identify the needs in society
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Reading good books became part of my life.
Started writing spiritual dairy.
Learnt the photography and videography.

SN

Effective story telling is a wonderful tool I gained in

Balvikas.

9. Learnt self grooming techniques.

10. Realised the importance of loving all and serving all.

11. Improved Communication Skills as to how to Listen,
Write, Read and Speak effectively.

12. Realised the difference between Art and Heart.

I still remember, how passionate I was for teaching
classes even when I was just 16 years old... I used to go to
Balvikas Classes every Sunday and ask the teachers for giving
me an opportunity of teaching the kids. The teachers knowing
my enthusiasm used to encourage me by giving chance to
teach.

Teaching continued since then... where ever I went,
whether it’s Tadpatri or Vysya Hostel (Anantapuram) or
Kalluru R.S or Pamidi or Chennai or Bengaluru, I engaged
my self in conducting Balvikas to the children... Some times
to the children of my age too. In fact such engagement built
my personality to address in any gathering, bringing absolute
attention of audience. I used to apply many new techniques
in teaching Balvikas.

Slowly, I became a trained Balvikas Teacher There are
occasions where I could start Sri Sathya Sai Bhajana Mandali
and Organisation in the places I lived. All these things were
happening through coordinated efforts with My Teachers,
Dist Balvikas Incharge and Dist Sevadal Convener and Dist
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President.

I was very active in Training Camps, Workshops,
Orientation Sessions, Exhibitions, Conferences in the places
wherever I lived.

This is how, Sri Sathya Sai Balvikas made me as able,
stable, capable, noble instrument of Swamy in the society. I
teel, I owe my life to Swamy & Balvikas movement.

Sai Ram.
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Helping myself in Serving my Fellow men!

,<\;>Q,,

I am not what I am, such is my emotion since the early age,
Nothing is mine, such is the thought since I started earning,
Divine Hand is the philosophy behind founding abhaya.
Now, committed to live for all beings.

As this vessel reaches the golden year...

Surrender is the only source for the soul to be an ornament
Not just ordinary, extra ordinary things need to be done.
abhaya home shall be my abode for such Mission

A higher calling is beckoning me to reach my ultimate destiny...
Forest is the right nest to peel away the rust

Solitude is the only path to be an eternal soul

Home of Happiness to be my true Home henceforth.

Following my conscience’s call as a cause for cleansing...
Making Life fulfilling and living for those I fell in love with...
Helping myself in serving my fellow men...

Awvailable I shall be all the time for those in need,

May not be present physically to share your happiness

But I shall appear without being called for those in need,
Walking in the path of Divine, shall make my work Eternal.
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Divine Daffodils

I stepped out of abhaya Home on 36th Day to seek
HIS Darshan at Sivam... The abode of Sri Sathya Sai Baba
on Aradhana Dinothsavam. All these days... I was immersed
in Corona Relief Operations day in and day out. I felt longing
to see HIM and meet my brothers at different places.

I reached Sivam at 11AM and offered my self at HIS
Feet. No Prayer..but just offering the self. Silently looked at
HIM and reverentially bowed down my head. Later partaken
Prasadam and briefly interacted with selfless volunteers of
Sathya Sai who are engaged in Corona Relief Operations
under the leadership of Hyderabad Dist President AMRao.

I proceeded to see the President of abhaya Foundation
Rangarao... It is indeed a pleasant surprise for them. They
offered me with very first mango for the season.

I then reached, Shobha Gardens where my brothers has
setup mega community kitchen serving 5000 hungry people
during Corona Times in the name of Sri Sathya Sai. It’s like
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home coming for me. I laughed and laughed with everyone...
wished every old and new fellows in the team. Met my dear
Sai SoulDears Uday, YC, Ring Raju, Boya Raju, Dayanand,
Sudeep, Shiva, Vinod, Ramana, Malpani, Madhu... Bunch of
other monkeys of Sai Rama.

Spent lot of time enjoying the Seva Shobha. Icing on
the cake is seeing the daughter of Bhavani Raju, Baby Kirthi
who came to see me.

Returned with heavy heart.. remembering the most
divine memories Swamy granted to me with this group...

Visited, Murthy garu and family at Vanasthalipuram and
spent good time... Collected monthly medicines and toiletries
for inmates of abhaya Home and reached Aashram at SPM.

Resolving to LIVE till last breath in serving those in
need in HIS Name

95th Birthday of Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba is
celebrated by the devotees across the globe with adoration
and admiration on this 23rd Nov 2020. I am not an exception
for this.

Baba may not be physically moving amongst us now,
but HIS LIFE & MISSION keep moving people like us till
the last breath.

When HE says Love All - Serve All:

It must happen in that way

When HE advises Help Ever - Hurt Never:

We must live in such path

When HE reminds usYour Life is My Message:

We need to show HIM in our life and living,

I am charged up fully without any doubt that I will live
in HIS way till my battery is discharged. No recharge is needed
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for doing my bit before final departure. I will deliver what is
expected by people like me in this universe. Sai made us to
travel from University to Universality. Moving from I to WE
in life journey. I am coming out with 96 episodes of Divine
Experiences as an offering at Baba’s Feet for HIS 96th
Birthday on 23rd Nov 2021.

Let’s resolve to LIVE till last breath in serving those in
need in HIS Name.
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Silver Jubilee with Udayanna

Feeling blessed to have Udayanna in my life for over
two and a half decades in Hyderabad. His presence has been
a transformative force, shaping my journey since 1996.

It was Bhagawan Baba’s divine guidance that brought
us together, and Udayanna’s selfless mentorship that nurtured
my inherent talents, infusing purpose into my life.

Through his inspiration, I played a pivotal role in
spreading awareness about Sti Sathya Sai Baba’s life, mission,
and philosophy among lakhs of youth in South India (1996-
2020). My prime years were sanctified by association with
Hyderabad Sai Youth.

Uday Bhai’s paternal care and guidance helped me to
navigate challenges. Whenever I faltered, he offered
supportive hands, mentoring me in service.

I wish to celebrate Silver Jubilee Brotherhood and
Fatherhood of Sai in service to the motherland. I express
my heartfelt gratitude to Bhagawan Baba for connecting
Udaya Bhasker to me.

Thank you, Udayanna, for being a beacon of love,
guidance, and selflessness. Your presence has enriched my
life. (May all beings in all planets be happy)
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The Royal Palanquin: A Dream Fulfilled

In 1996, driven by a singular desire to join Hyderabad
Sai Youth, I left Bengaluru for Hyderabad in the year 1995.
Their annual cycle trip to Prashanthi Nilayam had inspired
hundreds of young men including me to spread Baba’s
philosophy of “Love All, Serve All.”” Swamy affectionately
called them the “Hyderabad Boys,” “Hyderabad Youth,” and
“Hyderabad Gang.”

However, in the same year, Swamy commanded the
cancellation of the cycle trip, leading to the inception of
GRAMA SEVA YAGNAM. Hyderabad youth travelled by
bus to Prashanthi Nilayam, serving villages en route.

During this time, two brothers proposed carrying a
palanquin to villages as part of Grama Seva. The concept
proved highly successful, fostering unity and devotion in the
villages. Numerous miracles were associated with the
palanquin, which traveled extensively across 23 districts of
erstwhile Andhra Pradesh from 1996 to 2003.

I was taking care of the palanquin and decorating it with
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devotion. After serving villages for a week, we used to take it
to Prashanthi Nilayam.

A memorable incident occurred in 1996 when we first
took the palanquin to Prashanthi Nilayam. We considered
concluding the procession at Ganesh Gate, but Swamy had
other plans. Sri Chiranjeevi Rao welcomed the team and
suggested to go for procession as directed by Swamy. Further,
place the palanquin inside Sai Kulwanth Hall.

On September 30, 1996, Swamy blessed us during
darshan lines and granted us a public audience. I composed
a special song on the palanquin for the Grama Seva. The
same was sung by one of our leaders in the divine presence
of Swamy at Sai Kulwant Hall.

Inspired by divine vibrations, the palanquin concept
spread across the country. I envisioned a royal palanquin for
Swamy for 2003 AP State Youth Conference,

After discussions, I was entrusted with design, pooling
the resources and supervision. Following a month of struggle,
Swamy revealed the design to me in a dream. The same was
approved by the team and it took three months to craft.

The majestic palanquin made ready for the Grama Seva
presented to Swamy during the march past and played a role
in a drama (video link: https://m.youtube.com/
watch?v=j6y2G—NsHE).

The palanquin became integral part of Sai Youth’s
service projects, inspiring the global Sai community.

A decade later, it found its new home at Sri Sathya Sai
Gurukula Vidya Niketan, Bejjanki, Siddhipet Dist, TS. On
January 26, 2020, I emotionally reunited with the palanquin,
hugging it as if embracing Swamy Himself.
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Leading the Life in HIS Way!

May your faith in the god, bring you peace and a new
hope in your life. May GOD always bless you and your family
always in all ways. Blessed Good Friday, Vishu and
Nababarsa... wishes to one and all. - Team abhaya

What matters the most for GURU is... not the physical
proximity, but... leading the LIFE in HIS way!!

Remembering the words of Sri Sathya Sai Baba on the
eve of HIS Aaradhana Mahotsavam (24th April). Every word
uttered by HIM is a truth. Each one of us need to understand
the significance of Guru Sishya Sambandha. A true disciple
won’t be so attached to physical form and name but his focus
will always be in practicing the values propagated by GURU.
Let’s live such life linked with GURU and HIS Ideals so that
we become true SoulDears in the society.
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Tributes to Eswaramma

Remembering Mathrusri Eswaramma, the revered
mother of Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba.

Today (May 6th), devotees worldwide celebrate Mother
Eswaramma Day with various activities, honoring her sacred
legacy.

Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba’s words remain eternal
universal truths:

‘Respect your mother, obey her commands. Give her
utmost importance in human life. There may be wicked sons,
but no wicked mothers. Mothers’ noble feelings make
children virtuous, intelligent, attain exalted positions, and earn
name and fame.

A mother fosters, nourishes, knows her child’s choices
and preferences, and fulfills all their needs. Be grateful to
your mother always. Mothers protect and help their children
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always, in many ways, even after death. Never disrespect or
disappoint your mother, or hurt her feelings. Try to satisty
her in all respects. Only then will the seed of devotion sprout
within you.

Everyone should follow the dictum, “Mathru Devo
Bhava” (Mother is God) in letter and spirit, receiving their
mother’s love.

Never look down upon women; they embody Nature
and virtue. With sacred feelings, respect women and earn
respect.
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At the Samadhi, answers appeat!

'*Cy\‘\i“'”

The journey to Prasanthi, a vow we take,
A pilgrimage where pure hearts awake.
As volunteers serve with love so grand,

Darkness turns to light where they stand.

In silent stillness, deep thoughts grow,
Time transcends, noble seeds we sow.
Discipline blooms as hearts align,
And Vedic chants bring peace divine.

Bhajans bind us in love's embrace,
Devotion fills this sacred space.
Time pauses, graced with compassion rare,
As we chant for all in Sai's care.

At the Samadhi, answers appear,
In Swami's light, our purpose clear.
We seek the unseen, our spirits rise,

With Sai's love, our hearts abide.

Sathya Sai's worship, our path so true,
In endless service, grace renews.
Blessed are those in his loving sway,
His ideals guide us every day.
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Experience the Divine Connection

-

I’m thrilled to share 16 soul-stirring bhajans, deeply
connected to Sri Sathya Sai Baba. Most of these heartfelt
compositions are written or sung by me as inspired by HIM.

These bhajans have motivated thousands to embrace
selfless service and drawn towards Sri Sathya Sai Grama Seva
Movement are now uploaded in my YouTube Channel
Balachandra Sunku. I tried to add beautiful experiences linked
with these songs and Swamy.

Watch, Like, Subscribe, Share & Comment these
uplifting videos with fellow Sai Youth worldwide!

https://youtube.com/@balachandrasunku3815?
Si=jiG2hmdqJail | VAY

Let’s spread love, unity, and service through music.
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Join the movement!

Watch: Absorb the divine energy.

Like: Show your love and appreciation.

Subscribe: Stay updated on new inspirations.

Share: Spread the message of service and love.
Comment: Engage in talking / discussing /
recapitulating the incidents and experiences.

e e Lo

Together, let’s create a wave of positivity and devotion!
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Sti Gurubhyo Namaha - Guru Vandana

1970 - PRESENT: My Journey of Gratitude

Mother, my first Guru, showered me with unconditional
love. Father, my second Guru, instilled vision in my life. Sister,
another Guru, loved me selflessly. Brother, yet another Guru,
taught me responsibility.

1975-1980: Formative Years

I grew up listening to esteemed teachers: Markandeya,
Ravindra, and Padmanabha. Ramanjulamma cared for me
like a mother, teaching valuable life lessons. Alluri
Sitaramaraju’s film transformed my life from mere
entertainment to a movement, creating history.

1981-1990: Shaping Values

Nagajyothi, Nagabhushanarao, Anilkumar, and Dr
Nalabala Anjanaiah - these four preachers instilled values
and samskara in me. Sujatha and Sudha mentored me, guiding
my life’s path. Anantapuram Ganapathi festivals refined my
traits, nurturing leadership qualities.

1991-2000: Professional Growth

CS M Adinarayana shared professional expertise, while
CS Paturi Srinivasarao’s lessons enhanced my skills. CS Devaki
Vasudevarao’s excellence inspired me. Hyd Sai Youth and
Uday Bhaskar instilled leadership and movement spirit.
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2001-2010: Empowerment

ICSI membership elevated my social status. Bhavana,
Surana, Sivashakthi, ICOMM, and NCC helped me become
a competent professional, earning name, fame, power, and
wealth.

2011-2018: Life’s Lessons

Society became my Guru, teaching valuable lessons.
abhaya showed me life’s purpose. Meda Narasimhulu’s
guidance enhanced my intelligence. I’'m blessed by
Chinajeeyar Swamy.

2018 - Present: Gratitude
Is it not the divine blessings of Jagadguru Bhagawan Sri
Sathya Sai Baba that brought many Gurus into my life?
They sheltered me like trees.
On this Guru Poornima, I pledge
To serve society and humanity
To walk the path shown by my Gurus
To practice their philosophy for the future of others
Balachandra, humbled at the feet of all these Gurus.
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If Intentions are Pure...

Gold will shower like rain...this is what Sri Sathya Sai
Baba told us in the year 1995 during the AP Youth
Conference held at Prasanthi Nilayam on Sivarathri.

Since then it has become Taraka Mantra for me in life.

I never faced an issue in life for any good work.

We at www.abhayafoundation.org took this message in
the heart... Believed that

If intentions are pure...Then GODs will start working

for the result!!!
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I Surrender Myself at Thy Feet

-

Exactly 54 years back...
This Day in the year 1970
GOD was kind enough to
Send me here on the earth

I bow before parents of this body
Smt Rajeswari & Sri SS Rangaiah
who became the cause & reason

for the Body, Brain and Soul

I surrender myself at thy feet of Baba
I submit my self to this holy land India
I resolve to live life in full with love
I move ahead to live after death
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abhaya Home be my home henceforth
abhaya services touch every needy
abhaya be brand for selfless work
abhaya need your abhayam always.

Thanking each one who
spared time to
Wish Me...
Bless Me...
Greet Me...
Love Me...
Lead Me...
Guide Me...
Guard Me...
Support Me...
Correct Me...
Till NOW!

Prayers to each one to stand by
abhaya going forward...Even
if I am not there in future.

With Gratitude
Balachandra
54th Birthday (06.04.2024)
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Chiranjeevi Rao... The Sai Admin

'*Cy\‘\i“'”

We bid a tearful farewell to Sti N Chiranjeevi Rao Garu,
a devoted companion of Sri Sathya Sai Mission for over five
decades. His merger with the Almighty leaves an immense
void.

As a stalwart administrator in Prashanthi Nilayam,
Chiranjeevi Rao Garu's exceptional leadership and vast
knowledge inspired awe. We, Sai Volunteers, would approach
him with reverence, seeking guidance and permission.

His love for Sai Youth, Hyderabad, was special. He
nurtured us with wisdom, sometimes sharing good news from
Baba, and sometimes correcting us with compassion. His
unwavering devotion and diamond-willed faith in Swamy
were exemplary.
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Memories of his warmth remain etched:

September 28, 1996, stands out. After completing Grama
Seva, we arrived at Ganesh Gate, palanquin in tow.
Chiranjeevi Rao Garu's soothing voice dispelled our fears:
"Swamy has been waiting for you for a week." Overjoyed,
we followed his instructions, taking the palanquin around
the mandir, and later, Swamy granted us a historic audience.

He witnessed every visit, offering valuable advice and
permission for separate darshan seating. To him, we were
his children.

Chiranjeevi Rao Garu's administrative prowess shone
in Sathya Sai Central Trust activities. He ensured quality and
efficiency, vetting issues before they reached Swamy.

Though we've lost him physically, God has called him
to continue his selfless service in the heavens.

Happy Journey, Dear Sai SoulDear!

His legacy inspires us to emulate the devotion, discipline,
and selflessness. We pray for his eternal peace and reunion
with Beloved Swamy
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V Srinivasan...The Divine Instrument!
(1937-2017)

,<\\/Q,

Sti V Srinivasan (78), the divine instrument of Sti Sathya
Sai Baba for over five decades, left for the heavenly abode
on 24th July 2017 at Chennai, to serve his Divine Master in
the Heavens.

As a long-time devotee, torchbearer of Sri Sathya Sai
Seva Organization, and All India President, he selflessly
served the Sai community. He was also a member of Sri
Sathya Sai Central Trust for over two decades.

An eloquent speaker, insightful author, and exceptional
organizer, above all, a Sai SoulDear.

As a core member of Hyderabad Sai Youth (1996-2000),
I fondly remember his guidance and leadership. Our paths
first crossed 18 years ago at Godavarikhani, Karimnagar Dist,
where he inspired Sai Youth to join service projects.
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Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba commended him to visit
Sai Youth during their district tours. I had the privilege of
addressing youth in his presence, translating his English
speeches into Telugu, and sharing Swamy’s pictorial story as
part of the “Grama Seva - Sai Seva” project.

Sri Srinivasan recognized my potential and facilitated
me to receive Divine Clothes (Orange Robe) from Bhagavan’s
hands post Sri Sathya Sai Gurukula Seva Yagnam at Prasanthi
Nilayam.

On behalf of Hyderabad Sai Youth and personally, I
offer heartfelt prayers for the departed Sai SoulDear.

His selfless work and mission will be etched in the hearts
of the global Sai community forever.

Asathoma Sadgamaya

Thamasoma Jyothirgamaya

Mruthyorma Amruthangamaya
Aum Shanthi: Shanthi: Shanthi:”
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Feon BEHS - 8.9. 8o
(1926-2017)

Tallest SoulDear of Sti Sathya Sai Divine Mission Dr
BV Ramana Rao merged with Baba at 5 PM, March 14, 2017
at Hyderabad.
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More than these things... HE is known for the entire
fraternity of Baba across the globe. Talking to him is like
knowing Sai Avathaar, Baba’s Mission, Sai and Service... In
fact he is the torch bearer for many volunteers like me. What
ever am today... It’s only because of guidance and mentoring
of such people in my life. He is a legend in Sai Movement.
His association with Baba is more than 7 decades.

He is an Exemplary Devotee of Bhagawan

He had first darshan of Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba
in the year 1966 and became a staunch devotee and went on
to became exemplary Sai Sevak under the Divine Guidance.
Bhagawan entrusted him with many responsible positions
like All Indian Seva Dal Coordinator, the state president of
Sri Sathya Sai Seva Organisations, Andhra Pradesh etc. He
was blessed to follow Bhagawan in the darshan lines and
collect the letters of devotees from HIS Divine Hands.

He also authored many books on the Divine Glory of
Bhagawan like Prema Bandham, Premamrutham, Pratyaksha
Paramatma, Divya Jnana Deepikalu, Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai
Vani, Love is My Form, Nectar of Love, God as Guide and
Goal, Beacons of Divine Wisdom etc. He became the Editor
of the Telugu Sanathana Sarathi in the year 2011 and continued
to serve with devotion and dedication till his last breath.

He is a person of Values, Administration, Leadership,
Management, Talent, Service, Love, Devotion, Integrity...

Prayers for the departed SoulDear of Sai.
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Dr KS Ratnakar - A Shining Star of Sai Family
(1944-2019)

Dr. K.S. Ratnakar, a distinguished pathologist, renowned
speaker, educator, and humanitarian, who left an indelible
mark on the Sri Sathya Sai fraternity. His passing on 17th
November 2019, leaves a void, but his legacy continues to
inspire.

As a respected medical professional, Dr. Ratnakar served
at Global Hospital, Hyderabad, with expertise in Bio-
Chemistry (MBBS, MD, FICA). His commitment to service
extended beyond medicine, touching countless lives through
his insightful talks, motivational guidance, and selfless
contributions.

A pillar of the Sathya Sai Literacy Mission, Dr. Ratnakar’s
association with me spanned three decades, nurturing my
mission with his wisdom and support. His Foreword for
Sunday Thoughts (abhaya Aadarsh aalu) remains a cherished

memory.
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Just ten days prior to his passing, he graciously advised
on publishing Bharata Darshan: “Dear Balachandra, Sai
Ram... I am blessed to go through your amazing journey...
Kindly organize a befitting release function in a holy place.”

Dr. Ratnakar’s remarkable journey was marked by:

- Eminent pathologist and medical administrator
- Renowned orator and editor

- Dedicated servant of humanity

- Inspirational figure in the Sai fraternity

Notably, Dr. Ratnakar was the brother of Prof. Kamaraju
Anilkumar, divine translator of Bhagwan Sri Sathya Sai Baba.
Together, they left an enduring legacy.

As we bid farewell, I offer heartfelt prayers and gratitude
to his noble soul. May Sri Sathya Sai Baba welcome him into
His divine abode, where love and light prevail.
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Rameswaraiah the SoulDear
(1939-2019)

We mourn the passing of Sri Rameswaraiah (74), a
revered SoulDear of Sri Sathya Sai Baba and one of the
founding members of Sri Sathya Sai Seva Organisation,
Nagarkurnool, Telangana.

Sri Rameswaraiah was an embodiment of compassion,
love, and humility. Blessed with both character (Gunamu)
and wealth (Dhanamu), he remained grounded and kind-
hearted. I had the privilege of knowing him for over three
decades.

He was among the select few devotees who had the
divine opportunity to receive Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba
personally at Nagarkurnool decades ago. Baba inaugurated
the Sri Shirdi Sai Mandir, installing the Shirdi Baba idol, which
has since been transformed into the Sti Sathya Sai Community
Service Center. This center empowers hundreds of
unemployed youth, connecting me to him and his family.
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Sri Rameswaraiah’s vision went beyond spirituality; he
recognized the need for livelihood skills among youth. I was
fortunate to work alongside him, witnessing his selflessness.

On November 10th 2019, I learned that Sti
Rameswaraiah had remembered me. Feeling compelled to
visit, I spent quality time with him on November 13th,
accompanied by Vidya Sagar. I urged him to focus on Swamy,
listen to bhajans, and find joy in his selfless work. I also helped
him download the Radio Sai App and advised his family to
play soothing bhajans in his room.

18th Nov 2019 at 12 AM, Sri Rameswaraiah merged
with Baba, leaving an immense void in the Stri Sathya Sai
Seva Organisation, Nagarkurnool, Telangana.

Prayers for the departed SoulDear, Sri M Rameswaraiah,
who lived a life of purpose until his last breath.
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Viswanatham - A Life of Selfless Service
(1940-2020)

He completed 80 years of a king-sized life, leaving an
indelible mark on humanity. His remarkable journey spanned:

50 years as a commerce lecturer

25 years of loving service, offering free tutorials to 1000
commerce graduates at Sri Sathya Sai Institute of Human
Excellence, Dilshuknagar, Hyderabad

This institution, founded by him, became a beacon for
youngsters, nurturing value-based education in commerce.
His students cherished him as their guiding light.

Sri Viswanatham breathed his last on May 6, 2020,
merging with the divine. Coincidentally, this date marks the
anniversary of Mother Eswaramma’s (Bhagawan Baba’s
mother) passing.

A personification of love for education, Sri
Viswanatham’s selfless work remains relatively unknown. His
institute has inspired countless youth, many of whom became
dedicated volunteers of the Sai Organization.
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I had the privilege of observing and associating with
his work for over two and a half decades. His passion for
teaching was unwavering, Three decades of selfless service
unfaltering dedication, disregarding physical and mental
strain. Even fainting in class, he’d resume teaching after brief
rest. Today, his alumni spread across the country, silently
contributing to its progress. Salutations to Sri Cheekoti
Viswanatham.

In February 2020, he emotionally shared his decision to
leave Dilshuknagar, reunite with family in Hitech City in
Hyderabad and invited me to meet him on March 1st
Unbeknownst to me, his life’s journey would soon conclude.

As I passed Konark Theater, Dilshuknagar, memories
of him flooded my mind. I regret not visiting him one last
time. Sri Viswanatham embodied the essence of a Poorna
Manava (Complete Man), dedicating every moment in serving
others. With his departure, another chapter of Sai SoulDears
comes to a close. May his ideals ignite hearts, inspiring his
family and all those touched by his life.

Aum Shanthi: Shanthi: Shanthi:
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Sai Legend - A. Ranga Rao
(1935-2020)

Remembering Sri A Rangarao (85+) while he left his
body here and proceeded to the heavenly abode of Sri Sathya
Sai Baba.

Sri A Rangarao, whom we fondly call as our Dear Uncle...
Is a MAN of Action in Sri Sathya Sai Fraternity of India.

He can be termed as one of the very few leaders of Sai
Mission who had direct access to Baba at Prashanthi Nilayam.

He had the fortune of serving Sri Sathya Sai Trust, AP
as it’s Convener directly chosen by Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai
Baba.

He is instrumental behind uniting all the 100s of Sri
Sathya Sai Schools in the country and served the Mission as
it’s first Chairman.
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He was blessed to have direct guidance of Baba for more
than 5 decades. I had the fortune of working under his
supervision and direction as the member of Hyderabad Sai
Youth Group since 1996 until 2005. We treat him as bench
mark to be accomplished in Sai Mission. We always used to
look for his mentorship while serving the Sai Mission.

His dynamic leadership can be seen in establishment of
Sri Prashanthi Society, in running most prestigious Hyderabad
Exhibition Society, in Leading the Lions Club as it’s Governor,
Founding Sri Sathya Sai Trust and getting all the properties
belong to Sai Organisations coming under one roof... and
the list goes on like this.

He is Man of Action rather than words... I have seen as
to how silently he observe the issues around and give direction
to the organization. He can be termed as the best resource
to Sri Sathya Sai Mission.

He lived a king sized life until the last breath. His intimacy
with Baba brought out wonderful experiences to the
generations. He married to Smt Yamuna Rangarao, who had
the fortune of serving both Shirdi & Parthi Babas during
her life time as person belong to Royal Family.

I take this opportunity to convey our heartfelt
condolences to the family members of Sri A Rangarao...

Dear Sai Family Members, let’s salute this Sai SoulDear
and try to imbibe the good qualities with which he lived for
the Mission and loved Baba.

I am sure... He may have reached Baba’s abode in the
heavens.
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Sri B Krishna Mohan, Legendary Bhajan Composer,
Singer, Musician and Teacher merged into Swamy.

With a very very heavy heart, I inform the Sri Sathya Sai
Fraternity, all over the world that our intimate brother in the
Sri Sathya Sai families, the great Bhajan Composer, Singer,
Musician and Music Teacher and a very senior Sai Bhakta at
Shivam in Hyderabad, Bharat, Sri B Krishna Mohan, age
about 62 years, has attained Swamy's Divine Lotus Feet on
12th December 2020

Undoubtedly, He is now in the Divine lap of Bhagavan
Baba and singing His Pristine Divine Glory in other lokas.

He will be remembered missed by one and all, in
perpetuity.

Out of hundreds of Bhajans composed by him over
many decades, his most famous and widely sung Bhajans, all
over the world are:

01. Shesh Shail Vaasa Narayana

02. Deenajanavani Varadayeeni

03. Bhasma Bhushitaang Sai Chandrashekhara
04. Shankari Bhakta Vashankari Maa

05. Sri Sai Gananayakam Ganapatim

06. Neelakanth Gangadhar Har Umapate
07. Gaan Lola Gopala

08. Giridhar Baala He Nandlala

09. Partishwara Sathya Saishwara

10. Bolo Jay Sai Ram Bolo Jay Sai Ram
11. Chitta Chora Murali Wala

12. Sai Naam Bolo Govind Naam Bolo
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14.
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16.
17
18.
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20.
21.

Sri Ram Jay Ram Jay Jay Ram Jay Jay Ram.
Sadguru om Sadguru om

Sai Giridhar Mere Shyam

Nand Nandana Navnit Chora

Ram Hare Raghu Ram Hare

Govinda Govinda Narayana

Om Namah Shivay Shiv Shambho

Sri Raghuvar Mere Ram

Gauri Naathaay Vishwa Naathaay

He is still among us with his Bhajans, Voice and Music.
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Rangarao - Life of Excellence!
(1968 - 2022)

Sri Rangarao Kothamasu was born on 1st August 1968
as the eldest son of Smt.Pushapavathi and Sri.Sambasiva Rao
who belonged to a lower middle-class family. He barely had
basic facilities and lived with his grandparents. At a tender
age of 10, in order to support his family, he took up many
odd jobs like serving in a hotel, selling coconuts, vegetable
vending etc. Despite all the adversities he supported his
younger brothers, elderly grandparents and his mother. The
hardships turned him into atheist. However, he recognised
the importance of education, worked hard in his studies.
His academic brilliance was even recognized by the
government and was awarded a scholarship of Rs. 700/- per
month during his junior college at Sri Satya Sai College and
B.Com at Satavahana College. He also pursued CA with the
help of his grandparents and maternal uncle. Despite his
humble background Rangarao inherited rich value system.
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Rangarao... Face to face with the Divine:

In the early days of his profession, he worked with an
Auditor, Shri Viswanatham, along with whom he had first
seen Sri Sathya Sai Baba and at the very first glimpse he fell
in love with Swamy. Baba blessed him with “vibuthi” by
wave of his hand and there was no looking back after that -
Rangarao became an ardent devotee of Baba. He did not
just become a Devotee but also lived his life with the teachings
and principles of Baba. He has named his only daughter
Prashanthi after he got enlightened at Baba’s divine abode,
Prasanthi Nilayam.

Rangarao... Passion to Profession:

His career started with his uncle Sri. LLakshmana Rao
garu in Vijayawada who had a stock broking firm. Then he
joined Apollo Sindhoori Capital Investments, where he
worked for three years. Later he shifted to the banking sector
and served in different positions from Junior Executive to
Senior Branch Manager (GTB, OBC, and HDFC Bank) till
2007. Meanwhile, he completed his Post Graduation in
Banking Management (MBM) and got an opportunity in
Retail Broking at Hyderabad and Joined Sharekhan in 2007.
He served in Sharekhan for 14 long years and grew from a
Branch Manager to a Vice President.

Rangarao... The Family Man:

While working in Apollo Sindhoori he found his life
partner, Krishna Veni from Rajahmundry. They both were
always considered the ideal couple and many people looked
up to them. They have a daughter (born in the year 2000)
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who completed her B.Tech in Biotechnology from VIT
Vellore. Having lost his father very eatly in his life, he took
complete responsibility of his family and imparted good
education to both his younger brothers.

Rangarao..Man of selfless Service:

He dedicated himself to service and society. He was a
consistent donor to Sri Satya Sai Trust and involved himself
in various service activities conducted by the Satya Sai
Organization. He encouraged his wife Smt. Krishna Veni to
teach fashion designing in Satya Sai Seva Samithi when they
first moved to Hyderabad.

In the year 2011, he got acquainted with Sri. Balachandra,
the Founder of abhaya Foundation and together they engaged
in selfless service to the nation. He later served as President
of abhaya Foundation, during which period he initiated the
“abhaya Nityanna Seva” program that has been running since
the inception of abhaya Home of Happiness.

Rangarao...commitment to youth empowerment:

In 2014 he bought the house where his family currently
lives and dedicated the terrace for service activities under
abhaya. The couple together has empowered over 1000 men
and women from very low to middle-class families in their
locality. Further, he pioneered the concept of abhaya Women
Empowerment in the country and provided livelihood skills
to more than 12,000 men and women.

Ranga Memorial Service:
Rangarao left for his heavenly abode on the 23rd of
January 2022, when he was still the President of abhaya
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Foundation. He lived a noble life for 53 years and has inspired
everyone around him by the way he lived, served, and
succeeded. As someone who excelled in work-life balance,
he scored full marks as Individual, Family Man, Professional,
Social Worker and Spiritual Aspirant.

The Board Trustees of abhaya in consultation with
family members of Rangarao decided to create “Ranga
Memorial Service” to honour this great individual and
committed abhayan. As part of this, abhaya will be
conducting lectures on value systems, workshops to shape
good citizens and assist meritorious and poor students. Apart
from other activities, an annual Ranga Memorial event will
also be held during which awards will be presented to people
who share similar beliefs as Rangarao.

Ranga Award of Excellence:

The award is aimed to Instil a culture of benevolence,
responsibility and commitment among the citizens of this
nation. Promote the ideals and belief systems of the past,
current, and future leaders of the nation. Appreciate and
show gratitude to those who live and strive for the betterment
of society.

Award Selection Criteria:

Nomination forms will be sent to various companies
across India, who could nominate one or more for the award,
along with a write-up summarising their belief systems and
the social work they have done. A selection committee shall
review the applications and select the most suitable candidate
for the award .
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abhaya Foundation:

abhaya is an NGO started in 2006 by Balachandra, a
Company Secretary by profession, who is a committed social
worker & reformer and is now totally engaged in helping the
neediest in the society. Over the last 16+ years, abhaya
touched the lives of over one million needy people across
fifteen states of the country, predominantly in South India.

In line with its mission to serve with the “H.E.A.R./T”,
abhaya is focused on the following segments — Education,
Empowerment, Environment and Enlightenment.
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Anil Kumar - A Charismatic Leader
(1942-2023)

All members of the Sai organizations often ponder one
question: who is that one true leader? Who is the leader who,
while being one with the people, guides us all on Swamy’s
path with wonder, generosity, and charisma?

What qualities make a true leader? For the past four
decades, I’'ve observed these traits in every individual I have
met.

I consider it to be the divine grace of Baba that I had
the fortune of witnessing such remarkable leaders. Truly, if
I owe my life’s journey to anyone, it is to those few leaders
who held my hand and guided me forward.

I once prayed to Swamy, acknowledging his influence
through the words:

“By living in the presence of Nagajyoti, Nagabhushana
Rao, Anil Kumar, and Nalabala Anjianaih, you taught us
eternal values; for that, I bow to you, O Sri Sathya Sai.”

In my past forty years, if there’s one leader who has
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brought a profound change in my life, it is this individual. I
remember, he served as the Vice President of Sri Sathya Sai
Seva Organizations, Andhra Pradesh. Around 1982, on May
6th, he visited Tadpatri, which is my home town as a Guest
Speaker for the Eswaramma Day Celebrations. His persona,
his presence, his wit, his demeanor, language, wisdom—all
left me in awe. The sense of wonder I felt was unmatched.
I remember thinking, “Who is this scholatly figure, this
orator?” Before I even had the chance to see Swamy with
my own eyes, this person had already introduced me to HIM.
If this individual is so extraordinary, how glorious Swamy
must be—that’s the feeling I had, a profound sense of
wonder. From that day to this, for four decades, he remains
the individual I hold in the highest regard, akin to a guru.
Everyone knows that Professor Kamaraju Anil Kumar
began his journey as a simple worker, leading a middle-class
life while serving as a lecturer at AC College, Guntur,
dedicating his spare time to the Sathya Sai Organization. He
stood as a lifeline for the Sathya Sai Mission, traveling across
Andhra Pradesh raising powerful voice for the Sai principles.
He was a living example of Baba’s values of humanity,
providing guidance to the Sai Institutions. His way of speaking
is a marvel; his knowledge is astonishing. His life, marked by
simplicity and a natural warmth with people, introduced a
charismatic leadership style to the Sathya Sai Organization. In
my life, I have seen state presidents, including Sri BV. Ramana
Rao, Prof Anil Kumar, Dr. Narasinga Rao, Dr. N. Anjanaiah,
S.G. Chalam & Lakshmana Rao in Andhra Pradesh and the
Telangana State President, Venkata Rao, a total of seven state
presidents. I have observed them closely, but none possess
the charismatic leadership that Professor Anil Kumar has.
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How well he mingles with people! He remains accessible
even to the small and simplest workers in the organization,
delivering speeches effortlessly with unwavering devotion and
surrender to Swamy, inspiring unshakable faith in all who
witness his dedication.

He truly deserves to be the All India President. But that
rests on Swamy’s divine will. In the physical sense, he became
so close to Swamy that he became an inner confidant.

Serving as the President of Andhra Pradesh, Anil Kumar
Garu was later appointed as the Principal of Brindavan
Campus, Bangalore, eventually moving to the Prasanthi
Nilayam Campus. During this journey, he became the official
spokesperson for Swamy, constantly by Swamy’s side as His
shadow, translating Swamy’s Telugu messages and divine
discourses into English as a divine translator. He is well-
known to all of us in this unique role.

He finally rested in Prasanthi Nilayam in 2023. However,
for a person like him who has erased the insecurities and
doubts in the hearts of many people like me, there truly is
no REST, though his inuenerable videos and books. As long
as we have such material, Anil Kumar Garu continues to
inspire countless people with Swamy’s message across the
world. His powerful speeches have motivated lakhs of people
to journey towards Prasanthi Nilayam.

The depth of his devotion is such that one feels, “If
one must live, let it be a life like his.” Every word he speaks
reflects Swamy’s Vedanta, a profound demonstration of
humanity and service in action. As far as I know, no other
state president has conducted as many extensive travels as
he has. He has journeyed in bullock carts, scooters, buses,
boats, and planes, reaching the masses and spreading Swamy’s
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teachings in every possible way.

At an international level, Professor Anil Kumar Garu
has been an extraordinary personality who, through his
eloquence, has brought Swamy’s message to the masses. We
must all consider him a true blessing to the Sathya Sai
Organization today. He may not be alive now, but if anyone
in the organization today is working diligently, has unwavering
faith at Swamy’s feet, and is living as a Sai SoulDear in society,
then all the credit should go to leaders like Kamaraju Anil
Kumar Garu.

His wit, intelligence, spiritual insight, and vedantic
approach all demonstrate what a remarkable leader should
embody.

The number of books he has authored is astounding—
many in both English and Telugu. When reflecting on his
work, one feels that a leader should truly be like him, an
ideal example for any state. He looks every bit like a celebrity,
nothing less.

Seeing him inspires reverence, prompting one to bow at
his feet. Listening to his words instills a deep eagerness and
aspiration in life. Simply speaking with him transforms one’s
heart into a pilgrimage, a journey of inner growth. We could
recount his experiences with Swamy in profound detail.

But if I were to say what I've learned from him in my
life... First, I learned the importance of cleanliness. Second,
Iunderstood that both dress and address should be dignified.
Third, I realized that leaders must practice vedanta in action,
not just in words. Fourth, his love for literature stands out—
he doesn’t merely repeat what Sathya Sai Baba taught, but he
infuses his speeches with wide-ranging insights, experiences,
reflections, and quotes. This shows that to preach a principle,
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one must be well-versed in various aspects. Only then can
one have the ability to distinguish what is right, great, good,
or bad. Fifth, his closeness and connection with Swamy
inspire great devotion among followers. Witnessing his
nearness and dearness to Swamy, including their shared
humor, fills one with awe.

Moreover, his unwavering faith is incredible. Despite
being in his 80s and finding travel physically challenging, he
was aspiring to stand, speak, and participate in Swamy’s work.
Whenever possible, he connected with us through various
mediums, embodying a life devoted to Swamy’s mission with
steadfast faith.

Having taken such a remarkable person as my guru, I've
seen how profoundly he has influenced countless lives. In
my life, he has been the one to point clearly and unmistakably
to the true essence of Sathya Sai Baba. Anil Kumar stands
among those unforgettable figures whom I remember every
day, every hour, and every moment as an inspiration. This is
exactly how a leader should be.

I have yet to come across another leader who can match
his grace, his charisma, and his distinctive style, his glory,
glamour, grammar both in persona and character. Not only
in Andhra Pradesh or the Telugu-speaking states, but
throughout India and across the globe, he is revered as a
precious gem among all the Sathya Sai Seva Organizations.
Reflecting on such an extraordinary figure as Anil Kumar, I
offer my gratitude and the lessons I have learned from him
at the lotus feet of Swamy with a heartfelt Sai Ram.
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Dr. Anjanaiah - A True Anjaneya for Swamy

On January 24, 2017, I visited Uravakonda, Anantapuram
Dist, AP, to deliver a talk at Govt Degree College. I invited
Dr. Nalabala Anjanaiah, whose guidance transformed my
life. Despite his 82 years then, he graciously attended the
seminar.

Dr. Anjanaiah, MA, Ph.D., is a renowned Sai devotee
and former National Coordinator of Sri Sathya Sai Seva
Organizations, India. For five decades, his selfless service,
wisdom, and compassion inspired countless individuals
worldwide in Sri Sathya Sai Seva Organizations.

As a beloved figure in the Sri Sathya Sai fraternity, Dr.
Anjanaiah’s enlightening words guided me since childhood.
During the seminar, his attentive presence blessed me, and
his feedback was invaluable. Later, at his home, he shared
warmth and encouragement.
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My association with Dr. Anjanaiah and other Sai
SoulDears shaped me into who I am today. I've known Dr.
Anjanaiah for four decades, even before meeting Baba.
Through him, I connected with Swamy.

Dr. Anjanaiah’s legacy embodies Baba’s teachings: Love
All - Serve All. He actively spreads this philosophy through
Sri Sathya Sai Seva Organisation, India, dedicating himself
to:

- Spreading Sai Philosophy

- Serving the needy

- Uplifting the downtrodden
- Promoting spiritual values

His influence inspired generations. He encouraged me
to serve, providing pocket money for initiatives and guiding
me to find purpose.

Now 90 years old, Dr. Anjanaiah resides with his children
in Peravali, Kurnool Dist, AP. I pray for his well-being,
continued service, and inspiration to countless souls.

Feeling blessed to share this heartfelt gratitude with the
Sai Family.
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Pattabhi - Unappointed Priest at Sivam

I’ve had the privilege of knowing Pattabhi for 35 years.
This simple, unassuming man has dedicated his life to serving
Sivam, Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba’s sacred abode in
Hyderabad.

While working at a university, Pattabhi volunteered
tirelessly to maintain Sivam’s sanctity. His passion inspired
generations of children, now grown, to follow in his
footsteps. They form the core volunteer team at Sivam,
mirroring his missionary zeal.

To thousands visiting Sivam, Pattabhi is a loving uncle,
welcoming and guiding with warmth. For three decades, he’s
driven the celebrations of Baba’s birthdays with unwavering
enthusiasm.

Pattabhi’s commitment transcends his unofficial role;
he’s the heart and soul of Sivam. As devotees worldwide
celebrate Baba’s 99th birthday, I'm compelled to express
gratitude to this unsung hero.
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Pattabhi’s selflessness embodies the spirit of Sai’s
teachings. May his unwavering dedication inspire us all.

Prayers for Pattabhi’s well-being and continued service
to Baba’s mission. Heartfelt gratitude and greetings to
Pattabhi, the unappointed priest at Sivam, on Baba’s 99th
birthday.
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Saraswathy - A Selfless Guardian Angel

In Hyderabad, she’s like Yashoda, nurturing me like a
mother for three decades. At 85, she bravely overcame cancet,
regained vision through surgery, and copeing up with age-
related challenges. Yet, her serving attitude remains
unwavering,

This God-sent angel has selflessly cared for me, abhaya
Foundation and its mission. abhaya was born at her home,
which remains our registered office in Anandanagar,
Hyderabad.

We draw inspiration from her remarkable journey. With
gratitude in her heart, she’s been a caretaker for many
beneficiaries including me, in times of need. She’d often send
me food during difficult times.

Our service initiatives today are built upon lessons
learned from selfless individuals like her. In a recent interview,
she shared that the biggest lesson she’s learned in life is the
importance of ADJUSTMENT in family.
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Young ones in Sai Org who’ve been under her care
highlighted valuable lessons they’ve learned from her:

- Diplomacy

- Patience

- Peaceful living

- Planning

- Selfless attitude

- Serving attitude

- Cooking

- Giving a helping hand

We celebrated the life of this ordinary Mother, Smt. R
Saraswathy who is doing extraordinary service for Swamy...

Let’s draw inspiration from ordinary individuals like her,
embodying simple living and high thinking,

Smt. R Saraswathy, she is a shining example of
selflessness and compassion.
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A Selfie with a Selfless SoulDeat!
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I'm honored to share a heartfelt moment with Sastry
garu, fondly known as Koti Sastry, a devoted member of Sri
Sathya Sai Seva Organization, Hyderabad.

While serving as a government employee, he dedicates
his leisure time to community work through Sai Org,
Instrumental in establishing the Sai Center at Abids'
Pullareddy Buildings, he inspires thousands of good
Samaritans from various state, government, and private
offices to participate in community service during lunch
breaks. Silently and tirelessly, Koti Sastry captures the essence
of Sai Org's activities through his blessed camera, reflecting
his unwavering commitment. His heart beats for Baba's
mission. When we met at Sivam, he requested a selfie with
me, camera in hand, as I exited the Divine Abode. I felt
thrilled and obliged, considering it a command.

erodolts @ 173



This note is a token of gratitude for his unshakeable
faith and dedication to Baba and His mission.

Inspired by such Sai SoulDears, I share these thoughts
on behalf of those who know him in the Sai community.
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“Be a Servant at Thy Feet! Such surrender
gives us enormous power as HE who is

responsible for our work and hence HE will
guide and guard until we succeed in life and
living. Happy Times ahead!”
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